
March 5, 2020 
 
Dear State, Provincial and District Chapter leaders and presidents of all local chapters, 
  
One can't turn on the news these days without hearing about viruses such as Influenza 
and COVID-19. With major events cancelling across the world over the past few days, 
we know that many of you and your local chapter members might have concerns about 
your own upcoming gatherings, including conventions of state, provincial and district 
(s/p/d) chapters and regular or social business meetings of local chapters. 
  
With s/p/d conventions beginning in the middle of April (still 6 weeks away), the 
Executive Board of International Chapter of the P.E.O. Sisterhood remains in close 
contact with our team of advisers, as well as the relevant health authorities. As this 
unprecedented situation is changing every day, we remain watchful but also focused on 
the mission and vision of the Sisterhood. As such, it is our hope and intention that all 
2020 s/p/d conventions, organizations of new chapters and meetings of local chapters, 
reciprocity bureaus and P.E.O. Groups will continue as planned. 
  
We feel strongly that it is our collective responsibility to focus on the facts and to act 
with common sense and sound judgement, taking the advice of the relevant authorities. 
We continue to monitor the websites of the Canadian Public Health Agency and the 
United States' Center for Disease Control for up to date facts and advice. 
  
That said, there are ways in which you can educate, communicate and prepare for a 
healthy gathering. 

1. Timely and frequent communications within your s/p/d and local chapters are 
important. 

2. Work with your convention venue(s) to learn the steps they are taking to 
ensure cleanliness and health safety. 

o The venue(s) should provide ample hand sanitizer, soap by every sink, 
tissues, and sufficient wastebaskets should be in abundance. 

o Maintenance and cleaning staff should be increased with extra care to 
disinfecting common areas, door handles and elevators 

3. Rebecca Bruce, P.E.O. International's Convention & Special Events Manager 
suggests that now is a good time to review your venue contract(s). 

o Ensure your venue contract(s) have a sound Force Majeure and/or 
Cancelation clause. While we hope you don't need to use them, they 
can't help if they are not in your contract. 

o Understand your performance terms such as food & beverage minimums 
and attrition in case your attendance is lower than expected. 

For contract review assistance, email Rebecca at rbruce@peodsm.org. 
  
In an organization where we refer to each other endearingly as 'sister', it is common for 
us to greet each other like family through physical touch such as shaking hands, 
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hugging and kissing. During the 2020 s/p/d convention season, and other gatherings of 
members, we would like you to introduce and support the idea of social distancing, an 
idea supported by both the Canadian Public Health Agency and the United States' 
Center for Disease Control. 
  
What? Social distancing is a term applied to certain nonpharmaceutical infection control 
actions that are taken by public health officials to stop or slow down the spread of a 
highly contagious disease. In P.E.O., our sisters are always eager to greet and hug one 
another. It's the hugging and direct contact we need to refrain from during this health 
awareness. 
  
How? 

1. The executive board of International Chapter approved the following actions. 
o That considering the current COVID-19 virus directives of both Canadian 

Public Health Agency and the United States' Center for Disease Control, 
that admittance to the business meetings of state, provincial and district 
chapter conventions in 2020 be by convention badge only. Taking of the 
password should not occur at the 2020 conventions. 

o Taking of the password at all local chapter meetings shall be suspended 
until July 1st or further notice from the president of International 
Chapter. The guard shall verify the membership of visitors to local 
chapter meetings. Alternate language and instructions for use by the 
local chapter president is attached to this email. 

2. Instead of a physical touch greeting, we suggest using common American Sign 
Language (ASL) such as those shown in the attached document entitled 
Common American Sign Language. 

Most importantly, if you are sick please stay home to recover and rest. You will be 
missed but your health and the health of our sisters is more important. According to the 
CDC, you should stay home if you are sick until at least 24 hours after your fever, 
described as a temperature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit or 37.8 degrees Celsius or 
higher is gone. Temperature should be measured without the use of fever-reducing 
medicines (medicines that contains ibuprofen or acetaminophen). 
  
The leadership team of International Chapter is looking forward to attending your 
conventions, connecting and engaging with you and spreading P.E.O. love (not germs). 
We wish you, your communities and your families good wishes and resilience in the 
months to come. 
  
The executive board will continue to communicate about this subject as needed. 
  
Brenda Atchison 
President, International Chapter of the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
 


